
What is Luxury Today?
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Shanghai





Nanjing Road, East - Shanghai, China
circa 1934



Nanjing Road, East - Shanghai, China
circa 2014



Shanghai  Nostalgia



the Bund X-Change- Shanghai, China
circa 1920/2016
Architect: Building Design Partnership (BDP)



the Bund X-Change- Shanghai, China
circa 1920/2016
Architect: Building Design Partnership (BDP)



Hermès Maison (Flagship) - Shanghai, China
circa 1920/2014
Architect: RDAI (Paris)



Hermès Maison (Flagship) - Shanghai, China
circa 1920/2014
Architect: RDAI (Paris)



Hermès Maison (Flagship) - Shanghai, China
circa 1920/2014
Architect: RDAI (Paris)



Dunhill Villas (Flagship) - Shanghai, China
circa 1920/2008
Architect: Kokaistudios for Richmont



Dunhill Villas (Flagship) - Shanghai, China
circa 1920/2008
Architect: Kokaistudios for Richmont



Dunhill Villas (Flagship) - Shanghai, China
circa 1920/2008
Architect: Kokaistudios for Richmont



Dunhill Villas (Flagship) - Shanghai, China
circa 1920/2008
Architect: Kokaistudios for Richmont



Dunhill Villas (Flagship) - Shanghai, China
circa 1920/2008
Architect: Kokaistudios for Richmont



Modern Shanghai



Plaza 66 - Shanghai, China
circa 2006
Architect: KPF



International Finance Center (IFC) - Shanghai, China
circa 2010
Architect: Pelli Clarke Pelli



International Finance Center (IFC) - Shanghai, China
circa 2010
Architect: Pelli Clarke Pelli



International Finance Center (IFC) - Shanghai, China
circa 2010
Architect: Pelli Clarke Pelli



Hong Kong



Hong Kong
circa 1890



International Finance Center - Hong Kong (Central)
circa 2003
Architect: Cesar Pelli



International Finance Center - Hong Kong (Central)
circa 2012
Givenchy “Pop-Up” Shop



Landmark - Hong Kong (Central)
circa 2013
Architect: DGF5 (Dominique Gonzalez-Foerster)



International Finance Center - Hong Kong (Central)
circa 2013
Max & Co Storefront Rendering



International Finance Center - Hong Kong (Central)
circa 2014
Architect: Peter Marino



Elements - Hong Kong (Kowloon)
circa 2014
Architect: Peter Marino



the Landmark - Hong Kong (Central)
circa 2009
Architect: Peter Marino



the Landmark - Hong Kong (Central)
circa 2009
Architect: the Gucci Group 



Luxury Experiences



White Pod - Switzerland
circa 2011
“Glamping Ski Resort”



White Pod - Switzerland
circa 2011
“Glamping Ski Resort”



Selous Reserve - Tanzania
circa 2012
“Glamping Safari”



Luxury Lifestyle



Glen EAgles - Singapore
circa 2013
“Executive Suite”



Loring Park Luxury Residences - St. Paul Minnesota
circa 2014
Luxury Complex



Hamilton ScottsLuxury Residences - Singapore
circa 2014
Luxury Condos w/ in-room Parking



Veer Luxury Residences - Las Vegas 
circa 2014
Luxury Amenities



Luxury Lull





GUCCI



Via Condotti - Rome 
circa 1956
Gucci Archival Photo
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Gucci Facade 
Via Condotti, 8 Roma

3D Model of Women’s 
Shoe Lounge.

Women’s Shoe Lounge, @ 
NYC Flagship overlook-
ing Central Park.
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Gucci
  

          Client: GUCCI World Wide Planning/Frida Giannini   
          Lead Designers/Project Managers: Christian Lahoude, Judy Lee (Gucci)
          Architect: STUDIOS architecture
          Project Director: David Must (STUDIOS)
          Designers: Jen di Leonardi, Kurt Fischer (STUDIOS)
          Lighting Designer: Emily Monato & Giselle Mercado (Cooley Monato)
          Millworker: ArredoQuattro
          Architect for NYC Facade: James Carpenter
          Date: 2006-2007
          Location: World Wide, Prototype Store: Rome, New Build: NYC
          Type: Retail Design Standards Package
          SF: NA

(‘Kit-of-Parts’)
GUCCI requested the services of STUDIOS architecture to help assemble a ‘Brand Stan-
dards Package’ for Gucci’s new design concept under newly promoted Frida Giannini, 
rolling out at the end of 2007. STUDIOS was presented with GUCCI’s conceptual design 
package and was asked to collaborate with ArredoQuattro fabricators based in Bologna, 
Italy and CoMoS lighting designer in New York City. The package required over 20 types 
of display units, 2 stair designs, facade design and private dressing areas that are to 
be applied in all of their new and existing retail locations. Each unit will be fabricated 
in Italy, shipped to the desired location and must be adjustable to allow for unique site 
conditions and dimensions. Methods of shell construction and structural materiality may 
not be standard practices so the means of assembly must be easily adaptable.

(the ‘New Look’)
While still working under Tom Ford as Head Designer of Accessories, Frida found a 
file from 1966 for floral pattern designs inspired by Grace Kelly called ‘Flora’, “I think 
of my mother and grandmother in the 70’s when I see those floral fabrics, so that this 
generation will see a bright future of the germination of the new Gucci brand linked 
to it’s past,“ [Giannini] to which Ford rejected the designs as ‘Old-Fashioned”. Once, 
being appointed to Ford’s position after he resigned a few years later, Frida launched 
a series of ‘Flora’ handbags and shoes, to a landslide victory in the market which 
enhanced confidence in the appointment of Giannini and for Gucci’s parent company 
PPL exceeding the 13.6 percent growth in annual profit, total revenue that year rose 
an astonishing 29 percent success.” This, after the Ford era “of unprecedented pros-
perity”.

Our goal was to overhaul the iconic minimalistic look of Gucci in the 90’s, spear-headed 
by Tom Ford in collaboration with Studio Sofield, with it’s sexy hi-gloss black and chrome 
display fixtures. Its counter-point focuses on natural light, translucent ma-
terials and warm, luxurious finishes. The result is the birth of the new 
look for Gucci.
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Branding & Design | Gucci   1.00
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Branding & Design | Gucci   1.00

GUCCI 5TH AVENUE (Press Release)
the concept

A towering glass edifice in the heart of Manhattan, Gucci’s newest New York store is a 
grand architectural endeavor that is poised to become a global shopping destination. 
Situated at 725 5th Avenue, the store covers an area of 46,000 square feet gross that 
spans three spacious, warm, light-infused floors. Impressive in both size and scope, this 
new flagship is the world’s largest Gucci store. It is a true original within the Italian luxury 
brand’s expansive retail network and boasts a brand new design conceived by Gucci’s 
Creative Director Frida Giannini.

Giannini’s concept, which employs light and transparency to spectacular effects, is a 
grand departure from codified retail spaces and paves the way for Gucci’s 21st century 
modern look. The gleaming glass exterior, which cuts a striking view from the street, is the 
result of celebrated architect James Carpenter’s work. This external sheet of transparent 
glass spans all three stories, letting natural light pour through the space and allowing 
views both inside and out.

Historic Gucci materials such as dark rosewood and marble remain lynchpins in the 
store’s aesthetic, however the entire space has been transformed by Giannini’s reliance 
on natural light. An array of new materials such as ribbed glass, warm polished gold, 
smoked mirror and smoked glass, recall the elegance and richness of the Art Deco era 
and also afford the interiors incredible warmth and a striking graphic quality, in synch 
with Giannini’s ready to wear designs.

Geometric lines, including stylized characterizations of Gucci’s signature web striping, 
define the internal space, adding further symbolic detailing. For example, smoked mirror 
and smoked bronze glass alternate to allow for an elongated perspective; door handles 
are comprised of alternating gold and glass vertical stripes; the floor is covered in white 
marble that is sliced with a wide black marble strip that runs underfoot, up the wall and 
on the ceiling overhead; a fused bronze glass with a striped cross section and a cracked 
lacquer are used on shelving and display cases, while rails, with a square cross section, 
have been created in warm polished gold.

Video here, for construction fastmo:
http://guccilovesny.com/
http://www.gucci.com/us/us-english/gucci-news/new-york/store-concept/
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Details of Belt Display 
Case

3d Model of Scarf Display

3d Model of Belt Display
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M r. Ford came to see that GUCCI’s past represented the 
biggest obstacle to its future, and so he devised a new 
look based on his personal tastes. It’s possible that Mr. 

Ford’s brand of hedonism now looks camp to us, but it’s doubt-
ful that the answer is to go back to the archive or wheel out David 
Bowie. Now that Ms. Giannini is in control of all of GUCCI’s design, 
including men’s wear, she may feel more confident and develop her 
own point of view.
                                                                           
                                       —Cathy Horyn, New York Times 
                                                            March 30, 2006
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3d Axonometric Study 
Model of ‘Grand Stair’

3d Study Model of Stair 
Tread & Acrylic Tubes

3d Perspective Model of 
‘Grand Stair’ and Rose-
wood Panels.

3d Section Model of 
‘Grand Stair’

Branding & Design | Gucci   1.00
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W ith several redesigned flagship stores having already been 
unveiled in London, New York, Rome and Madrid – the 
Shanghai store is the latest in a line of Gucci superstores 

born of Gianinni’s refreshed creative concept. Giannini’s idea be-
hind the architectural design of the 17,000 square foot space was to, 
“bring light into the interiors of our stores,” she explained.
                                                                           
                                                             —Associated Press
                                                                     June 6, 2009
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Section Study of Grand 
Stair in Rome, due to tight 
existing conditions/ceiling 
height.
 
Plan of Stair, 2nd Floor.

Plan of Stair @ Ground 
Floor.

Ground Floor, Rome.

Branding & Design | Gucci   1.00



Gucci Workshop - Florence
circa 1958
Gucci Archival Photo



Gucci Workshop - Florence
circa 2013
Gucci Archival Photo



LVMH







Craftsmenship



“Hearts and Crafts” - A Documentary by Hermès 
circa 2012
Film Still at Dior



“Hearts and Crafts” - A Documentary by Hermès 
circa 2012
Film Still at Berluti



“Hearts and Crafts” - A Documentary by Hermès 
circa 2012
Film Still at Louis Vuitton



“Hearts and Crafts” - A Documentary by Hermès 
circa 2012
Film Still at Hermès



“Hearts and Crafts” - A Documentary by Hermès 
circa 2012
Film Still at TAG Heuer



Vintage Product



Decades - Los Angelese
circa 2010
Stock Room Photo



Club Monaco - Fifth Avenue
circa 2013
Vintage Display Case



Club Monaco - San Francisco
circa 2014
Vintage Display Case



Existing Assets are  Trending...



Garance Dore Blog
circa 2013
Street Style Photo - NYC



the Sartorialist Blog
circa 2014
Street Style Photo - Paris



Stockholm Street Style  Blog
circa 2012
Street Style Photo - Miami



Christies ‘Elegance’ Auction
circa 2013
Directory Photo



Horology 



Vanity Fair ‘On Time’ - Rolex Feature
circa 2013
Biannual Publication



Steve McQueen at home in Palm Springs
circa 2013
LIFE Magazine Archive Photo 1963



“i can’t afford that!?”



Selvage Denim



Akkadenim exclusive Sakamoto premium selvage weave 
circa 2011
Japanese Selvage fabricated the Same way for 82 yrs.



Levis Strauss & Co. Factory - San Francisco
circa 1928
Levis Archival Photo



Cowboys off Duty
circa 1937
Levis Archival Photo



Machinery Matters



Shuttle Loom - Japan
circa 1943 “Made in America”
Photo from 2010



Self Edge’s “Union Special”
circa 1956
Press Photo



Self Edge’s “Union Special”
circa 1956
Press Photo



Heritage Style



Coal Miners Uniforms
circa 1890
Levis Archival Photo



1947 Levis Vintage Jeans
circa 2010
Press Photo



Marvin’s Inventory
circa 2010
Press Photo



Dead Stock



MArvin’s Dead Stock Denim Collection
Circa 1950-1980
Press Photo



Made in the World - Deadstock 
circa 1950-1960
Redwing Collection



Made in the World - Deadstock 
circa 1950-1960
Redwing Collection



‘A Continuous Lean’ Blog
circa 1950-1960
Redwings in Nature



Luxury lives here...



Train Stations



Denver Union Station - Urban Plan
circa 2014
Rendering for Parks & Recreation Approval





Denver Union Station - Urban Plan
circa 2014
Rendering for Parks & Recreation Approval



Denver Union Station - Great Hall
circa 2014
Rendering for Parks & Recreation Approval



Denver Union Station - Great Hall / Living ROom
circa 2014
Photo Courtesy of AvroKo



Denver Union Station - Terminal Bar
circa 2014
Photo Courtesy of AvroKo



Denver Union Station - the Crawford Hotel Bar
circa 2014
Photo Courtesy of AvroKo



Denver Union Station - the Crawford Hotel Bar
circa 2014
Photo Courtesy of AvroKo



Denver Union Station - the Crawford Hotel Bar
circa 2014
Photo Courtesy of AvroKo



Denver Union Station - the Terminal Bar
circa 2014
Photo Courtesy of AvroKo



Fire Houses



The Chiltern Firehouse Hotel & Restaurant
circa 2014
Architect: Balazs Group & Studio Ko (Paris)



The Marylebone Fire Brigade Station
circa 1889
Architect: Robert Pearsall



The Marylebone Fire Brigade Station
circa 1889
Architect: Robert Pearsall



The Marylebone Fire Brigade Station
circa 1889
Architect: Robert Pearsall



Chiltern Street - Marylebone, London
circa 1880
Neighborhood Shops



Chiltern Street - Marylebone, London
circa 1880
the Balazs Group Invested in these Businesses



The Chiltern Firehouse Hotel & Restaurant
circa 2014
Courtyard Dining



The Chiltern Firehouse Hotel & Restaurant
circa 2014
Main Dining Room



The Chiltern Firehouse Hotel & Restaurant
circa 2014
Main Dining Room



The Chiltern Firehouse Hotel & Restaurant
circa 2014
Michelin Star Chef Nuno Mendez



The Chiltern Firehouse Hotel & Restaurant
circa 2014
Cocktail Bar



The Chiltern Firehouse Hotel & Restaurant
circa 2014
Guest Room



Town Halls



Town Hall Hotel - Kensel Green, London
circa 2010
Exterior Photo, (Extension in the distance)



Town Hall Hotel - Kensel Green, London
circa 2010
Architect: Rare Architects (London/ Paris)



Town Hall Hotel - Kensel Green, London
circa 2010
Entry Lobby



Town Hall Hotel - Kensel Green, London
circa 2010
Main Lobby



Town Hall Hotel - Kensel Green, London
circa 2010
Guest Room



Town Hall Hotel - Kensel Green, London
circa 2010
‘the Typing Room’ - Dining Room



Town Hall Hotel - Kensel Green, London
circa 2010
Event Space



Public Pools



the Lutétia Swimming Pool - Paris
circa 1935
Architect: Lucien Béguet



the Lutétia Swimming Pool - Paris
circa 1935
Architect: Lucien Béguet



the Lutétia Swimming Pool - Paris
circa 1935
Architect: Lucien Béguet



the Lutétia Swimming Pool - Paris
circa 1935
Original Terrazzo Walls



Hermès Concept Store - Paris
circa 2010
Architect: RDAI (Paris)



Hermès Concept Store - Paris
circa 2010
3D Models of ‘Ash Huts’



Hermès Concept Store - Paris
circa 2010
Section of ‘Ash Huts’



Hermès Concept Store - Paris
circa 2010
PRess Photo



Hermès Concept Store - Paris
petite h
PRess Photo



Hermès Concept Store - Paris
petite h
Laboratory Sample



Hermès Concept Store - Paris
petite h
Laboratory Artisans



Hermès Concept Store - Paris
circa 2010
PRess Photo



Hermès Concept Store - Paris
circa 2010
PRess Photo



Banks



Apple Flagship Store - Paris
circa 2010
Press Photo



Apple Flagship Store - Paris
circa 2010
Press Photo



Apple Flagship Store - Paris
circa 2010
Press Photo



Apple Flagship Store - Paris
circa 2010
Press Photo



Stock Exchanges



Equinox Gym- San Francisco
circa 1929
Architect: Studios Architecture



Equinox Gym- San Francisco
circa 2010
Main Work-Out Room



Equinox Gym- San Francisco
circa 2010
Pool Entrance



Equinox Gym- San Francisco
circa 2010
Locker Room



Equinox Gym- San Francisco
circa 2010
Yoga Studio



Movie Theaters



Equinox Gym- San Francisco Metro Theater
circa 2010
Architect: Avroko



Equinox Gym- San Francisco Metro Theater
circa 2010
Reception Area



Equinox Gym- San Francisco Metro Theater
circa 2010
Yoga Studio



Equinox Gym- San Francisco Metro Theater
circa 2010
Main Work-Out Room



Book Stores



Scribner’s Book Store - New York City
circa 1912
Architect: Ernest Flagg



Sephora Store - New York City
circa 2014
Architect: Sephora Group



Rizzoli Book Store - New York City
circa 1964
Archival Photo



Sephora Store - New York City
circa 2014
Architect: Sephora Group



Gas Stations



Twenty-six Gasoline Stations - “Series”
circa 1963
Artist: Ed Ruscha



RRL Campaign Photo
circa 2008
Ralph Lauren Collection



Los Angelese Freeway
circa 1953
Archiival Photo



Typical Gass Station Plan
circa 1950
Architect: Unknown



RRL - Melrose Store
circa 2012
Architect:Polo Store Design



RRL - Melrose Store
circa 2012
Architect:Polo Store Design



RRL - Melrose Store
circa 2012
Ralph Lauren Press Photo



Redwing Vitage Shoes
circa 1953
Ralph Lauren Press Photo



RRL - Melrose Store
circa 2012
Ralph Lauren Press Photo



Service the Community


